390

A TMAMP ASM0AD*

TKYIHG EXPERIMENTS.

seriously Injured by descending portions of; mule meat, frozen solid*
This shows, better than any estimate in figures, how high the experi-
menter went.

We had nothing to do now but bridge the cellar and proceed on
our way. With a cheer the men went at their work. I attended

to the engineering my-
self. I appointed a
strong detail to cut
down trees with ice-
axes and trim them for
piers to support the
bridge. This was a
slow business, for ice-
axes are not good to
cut wood with. I
||l caused my piers to be
firmly set up in ranks
in the cellar, and upon
them I laid six of my
forty-foot ladders, side by side, and laid six more on top of them.
Upon this bridge I caused a bed of boughs to be spread, and on top of
the boughs a bed of earth six inches deep. I stretched ropes upon
either side to serve as railings, and then my bridge was complete. A
train of elephants could haye crossed it in safety and comfort. By
nightfall the caravan was on the other side, and the ladders taken up.

Next morning we* went on in good spirits for a while, though pur
way was slow and difficult, by reason of the steep and rocky nature of
the ground and the thickness of the forest; but at last a dull despon-
dency crept into the men's faces, and it was apparent that not only theys
but even the guides, were now convinced that we were lost. The
fact that we still met no tourists was a circumstance that was but too
significant. Another thing seemed to suggest that we were not only
lost, but very badly lost; for there must surely be searching parties
on the road before this time, yet we had seen no sign of them.

Demoralisation was spreading; something must be done, and done
quickly too. Fortunately, I am not unfertile in expedient!. I con>
fcsiv$d one now which commended itself to all, for it promised well.